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The Minister for Works: No, it will not.
Hon. P. COLLIER: I should not be sur-

prised if, after it is commenced again, an-
other agitation arises and another suspension
results. The Gcverameixt should have a defi-
nite opinion as to where the line should go.
They have all the information necessary.
Years ago before the Bill was first intro-
duced, there was a report and recommenda-
tion by a well-qualified advisory board. The
Bill was passed pursuant to the recommenda-
tion of that board. The Government have
another advisory board and they have re-
sponsible engineers in the department, and
surely with this wealth of recourse and
opinion available, thoy should be able to
make up their minds where the line should
go, and take the responsibility for their
actions.

The Minister for Mines:- We have too
many opinions.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The Government
should not throw the responsibility on a
elect committee. It is reducing responsible
government to a farce. Such an irresponsible
attitude involves the squandering of tens of
thousands of public funds, which will eventu-
ally lend to the Government losing their ma-
jority. I protest against this lackadaisical
method of dealing with public funds, and
Shall oppose the appointment of the select
committee.

On motion by Minister for Mines, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned ot 9.57 v.mn.

Tuesday, 10th October, 199.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4-i0
p.m., and read prayers.

SELECT COMMITTE-FISHING
INDUSTRY.

Extension of Time.
On motion by lion. F. A. Baglin, the time

for bringing up the report was extended until
Tuesday, November 7th.

QUESTION -STATE SAWMILLS, DE
TAILS OF OPERATIONS.

Hon. A. BURYILL asked the Mfinister foi
Education: 1, How many loads of timber havc
been milled at the State Sawmills since wort
started, including timber used for public
works? 2, What is the percentage of wast(
between timber treated in the round, milled,
and the finished product? 3, What royalty
would have been pmaid by a permit holder ir
respect of the timber referred to in answes
to question If 4, Has any royalty or rail-
way freight been charged against the Stat4
Sawmills? 5, What amount of railwa
freight would have been payable in respect
to timber milled at the State Sawmills, and
carried over the State Railways, including
thme 17 miles used for shunting? 6, Is the
forest cuit by the State Sawmills taken on
a face or are only the best patches cut outl
7, Can the Minister explain why the State
Sawmills charge Is. per dozen more for fruit
eases than the privately-owned mills?

Tile MINISTER FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: 1, The number of round loads of karri
and jarrah timber milled since the inception
of the State Sawmills-f672,755. 2, This
varies from 48S per cent. to 60 per cent. 3.
Exactly the same as ls been paid by the
department. 4, All royalties and all railway
freights have been charged and paid. 5, The
railway freight actually paid during the year
1920-21 was £81,397. The cost of transit
over the 17 miles used for shunting is in-
cluded in mill expenditure. 0, The catting
of the forest is subject to the same regula-
tions as other timber cutters have to observe.
7, The State Sawmills' price for fruit cases
is govtrned by the railway freight that has to
be paid, and, if the lion, member refers to
patent collapsible cases, this entails more
work and is a better eae than sup lied by
anyone else. Recently the State SawmWrills
have reduced their price Is. per dozen, and
latterly, in consequence of this, outside com-
panies have brought down their prices ac-
cordingly.

BILL-FEDERAL REFERENDUM%.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed front the 21st September.

Rion. J. W. 3IIRWANX (South) [4.37]: I1
nut rather suirprisedi that Mr. Lovekin should
have brought this Bill forward, in view of the
fact that it deals with a matter the subject
of an inquiry by a Royal Commission ap-
poited by this House and another place.
Fire members of this Chamber and five mem-
hers of another place make up the Royal
Commission. The inquiry is being made by
these 10 umembers into the question of the
relattions8hip between the Commonwealth and
the States, especially 'Western Australia. It
is an extraordinary thing-that a Bill dealing
with that very matter should be brought for-
ward now, I am sure, if the hon. member
hand given the matter much thoughit, he would
not have brought it forwarri at the present
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juncture, especially as there is no question
of ::rgeney about it.

lion. J. Cornell: Perhaps be thought hoe
-would get in before the report came for-
wo ard.

Ron,. J. AV. KIRWAN: The proposal is
that a referendum should be taken at the
tinme of the next State general elections.
These elections are from 18 months to two
years distant.

lRon. TI. Moore: You do not know that.
lion. J. W. KIRNWAN: There is always

tlie possibility of a dissolution. In the event
of a dissolution, however, this Bill would not
have, time to operate, inasmuch as the re-
ferendum would not he ready for submission
to the people. In the event of an election
in the near future the Hill could no0t be given
effect to, and in any case it is one which
should not have been brought forward until
the Royal Commission had presented its re-
port. When I became a member of that
Royal Commnission. I endeavoured to approach
the question with an open mind. A good deal
of evidence has born placed before us, and
there is more to be considered. I would not
venture to discuss the relationship between
this State and the Commonwealth pending
the production of the Commission's report.
I, therefore, refuse to enter into a discussion
as to whether or not the people should be
called upon to express an opinion with regard
to this State remaining a member of the Fed-
eral Union or withdrawing from it. TVho pro-
posal is utterly absurd, irrespective of the
result of the referendum. No matter how big
the majority might be in favour of with-
drawal, we would not be constitutionally en-
titled to go outside the federation. The fact
of one member of the federation deciding to
withdraw would mean a great many complica-
tions. It is not that one muember of the union
alone would be affected; all would be affected.
It is a very wide and drastic proposal, and as
the whole matter is practically, from the
Parliamentary point of view, in the position
of being sub judice, wve should not be called
upon to deal with it. Members of the
Royal Commission would not feel justi-
fied in discussing this matter, as we have not
the full case before us. I hope the lion. mem-
ber will withdraw the Bill. It will pla3ce us
all in a very awkward p~osition. We do not
want to vote against it and thus create a
false impression; on the other hand, we do
not wvish to vote in favour of it and antici-
pate the report-wvhatever itmay be-of the
Royal Comm~ission. it is out of place
for the hion. member to bring it for-
ward. It is -not altogether contrary to the
Standing Orders, but it is unquestionably
contraryI to Parliamentary practice that he
should bring don-n a Bill dealing with a mat-
ter that is the subject of an inquiry by a
Royal Commission.

lion. F. E. S. WITJTMOTT (South-West)
r4.441: 'Mr. Kirwan has thrown consider-
able light on this matter. A Royal Commis-
sin was appointed comprising members of
both Houses.

Hon. J. Cornell: It is assuming great im-
portance all at once.

Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: Five members
were selected from each Chamber and were
asked to report to their respective Houses.
If this Bill is passed it will practically take
away from members of the Chamber any
chance of bringing in a report. If the Bill
be agreed to and sent to another place, mem-
bers there will not be pleased to find that
such a measure has been dealt with by this
Chamber, and sent to them for discussion. It
would be advisable in the circumstances to
adjourn the debate. I move-

That the debate be adjourned until after
the receipt of the report of the Royal
Commission.

Hon. 3. DUFFELL (Mletropolitan-Subur-
ban) [4.45]: In seconding the amendment, 1
agree that the measure aims at achieving
what most Of us urgently desire to see an ac-
complished fact.

Hon. A. Lovekia: Is the hion. member in
order in discussing an amendment that the
debate be adjourned?

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I take it that I can
speak and give my reasons for seconding the
amendment.

The PRESIDENT: Yes, but from the
tone in which you are doing it, I think you
are a little out of order.

Hon. J. DUFFELL: I wish to set out
my reasons.

The PRESIDENT: I think you might
second the amendment formally and let me
put it to the House.

Amendment put.

Ron. J. NICHOLSON (Metropolitan)
[4.47]: 1 am not rising to debate the Bill,
but I w~ish to ak whether Mr. Kirwan can
assist us in arriving at a conclusion, by in-
forming the House when he expects the re-
port of the Royal Commission will be
received. That will naturally influence hon.
members in deciding whether to vote for or
against the amendment or the auotioo. If the
report of the Royal Commission is to be
received within a, short time, then an adjourn-
ment of the further consideration of the Bill
will be neither here nor there.

Hon). F. E. S. Willmott: It is not proposed
to go on with the referendum until the next
election.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: We want to know
whether the report is to be furnished very
soon or whether it will be delayed.

Hon. .1. Duffell: I wish to refer to the
financial aspect.

Point of Order.
Hon. A. Lovekia: On a point of order.

I submit it is not competent for any hion.
member to move or second the amendment
suggested by Mr. Willmott. Standing Order
185 provides that an "amendment may be
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moved to a question by leaving out ' now' and
adding 'this day six months,'I which, if car -
ried, shall finally dispose of the Bill; or the
previous question may be moved.'' The
amendment does not seek to do either of the
things provided in the Standing Order , but
merely seeks to defer the consideration of the
Bill until after the receipt of the report of
the Royal Commission.

The Minister for Education; Look at
Standing Order 410!

lion. F. E4, S. Willmott: I contend tbat
under Standing Order 410 1 have a perfect
right to move the adjournment of the debate
to any time.

The President: You are quite in order.
lion. F. E. S. Willmott: Standing Order

410 reads, "1a. debate may be ad~ourned
either to a later hour of the same day or to
any day."I

Ron. 3. Cornell: To which day do you
desire the debate adjourned?

Hon. F. E, S. Willmott: The day after the
reccipt of the report.

Ron. A. Lovekin: That is not a competent
amendment under Standing Order 410. There
must be a specific date.

Hon. J. Duffell: The point I wish to
make is that, suppose the Bill be carried and
we get secession, shall we he in a position to
shoulder the financial responsibilities invyolved!I

Ron. J. Cornell I submit the amendment
is not in order.

Hon. P. B. S. 'Willmott: It is anl amend-
inent to secure the adjournment of the debate.

Ron. J. Cornell: It is not a question of
amendment, but of adjournafent.

Hon. 3. Ewing: I agree that the amend-
ment is not in order. A date must be fixed.
'Mr. Kirwan was not present at the last meet-
ing of the Royal Commission, buit I was there.
I can assure the House that in a very short
time finality will be reached in the matter, and
I suggest that Mr. Willmott should alter his
amendment to read this day fortnight or
three weeks, so that the Bill may be con-
sidered then.

Eron. T. fluffell: M,%r. President ruled that
the amendment was in order.

Hon. 3. Ewing: I do nut think you gave
the ruling on this particular point, Mfr. Presi-
dent. You will agree that the date must be
fixed. Finality was almost reached at the
last meeting of the Royal Commission an. d
within a fortnight or three weeks that finality
will be achieved.

Hon. A. Lovekin: There can be no objection
to such an adjournn , ent.

Hon. J. Ewing: If Mr. Willmott will with-
draw his amendment and move one fixing the
date, the amendment will then be in order.

The President: On looking at Standing
Order 410 I have come to the conclusion that
the day must be named in the amendment.

Debate Resumed.
Hon. F. E. S. WILLMOTT: That being

the case, I will mnove my motion as follows:-
That the debate he adjourned until the

7th November.
-Motion put and passed; the debate ad-

journed.

BILLr-SUPPLY (No. 2), £068,000.
All Stages.

Standing Orders Suspension.
The MINYISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

HT. P. Colebatch-East) [4.55): I move--
That so much of the Standing Orders be

suspended as is necessary to enable a Sup-
ply Bill to be received from the Legislativb
Assembly, and to be passed through all
stages at one sitting.
Question put and passed.

First Readi4g.
Bill received from the Legislative Assembly

and rend a first time.

Second Reading.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

H. P. Cole batch-East) [4.56] in moving the
second reading said:-The Bill provides
supply up to the end of the present month.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
Hon. 3. Ewing in the Chair; the Mlinister

for 'Education in charge of the Bill.
Clause I-agreed to.
Clause 2-Sums available for purpose,%

voted by the Legislative Assembly:
Hon. A. LOVE KIN. I do not wish to raise

any objection to the Bill, but I would draw
attention to the marginal note of Clause 2
which refers to sums available for purposes
voted by the Legislative Assemably. These
sums are voted by Parliament, surely?

The CHAIRMAN: Only the Legislative
Assembly ean vote sums of money.

The Minister for Education: That is the
wording on all such Bills.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It is not right.
Hon. J. Cornell: Don't raise that question!
Clause put and passed.
Preamble, title--agreed to
Bill reported without amnendment and the

report adopted.
Read a third time and paissed.

BRhL-WYALCATCRS-M-11T. MARHIALL
-RAIL-WAY (EXTENSION No. 2.)

Received from the Legislative Assembly and
read a first time.
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BILL-PROPERTY.
As to Procedure.

Order of the day read for the cosnaidera-
tion of the Bill in Committee.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan) [5.0]:
Before you leave the Chair, Sir, I wish to
call attention to Standing Order No. 187,
which provides that after the second reading,
unless it be moved that the Bill be referred
to a select committee, or unless notice of an
instruction has been given, the President shall
forthwith put the question that he do now
leave the Chair. Standing Order No. 248
provides for the President automatically leav-
ing the Chair unless, upon notice given, an
instruction thereto is proposed from the
Chair. I have already given notice and I
do not think there is anything to compel me
to give 24 hours' notice.

The PRESIDENT: I think the lion. nien-
ber is out of order. Standing Order 248
reads-

Whenever an order of the day is read for
the Council to resolve itself into a Com-mittee of the whole, the President leaves
the Chair without putting any question and
the Council thereupon resolves itself into
Committee, unless upon notice given an mi-
struction thereto is proposed from the
Chair.
Hon. A. LOVEKIW: That is wvhat I am

submitting, that you propose from the Chair
an instruction to the Committee in the terms
of the notice I have given.

The Minister for Education: You have net
given notice.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I gave notice when
the House met this afternoon. The only
point is whether the Standing Orders require
24 hours' notice to be given.

The Minister for Education: The Standing
Orders provide that notice must be given.

The PIRESIDENT: I rule the lion, mem-
ber out of order and leave the Chair.

In Committee.
Hon. J1. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister

for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-Short title and commencement:
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: This

clause provides that the Act shall come into
operation on the first day of July, 1923. In
moving the second rending I intimated that
there was no intention of hurrying this meca-
sure; it was desired that the most complete
consideration should be given it. I forwarded
a copy of the Bill to MJr. Nicholson for sub-
mission to the Barristers' Board, and the re-
ply received I proposed to read, because it
deals directly with the question of the com-
mencement of the Act, and the consideration
of the measure. The letter from the secretary
of the Barristers' Board reads-

I am directed by my board to thank you
for your letter of 26th ult. anent this Bill,
and also to ask you to. convey to the Ron.
the Minister introducing the Bill my

board's appreciation of his courtesy in
making copies of the measure available for
the consideration of its members. The mea-
sure itself introduces alterations in the ex-
isting law of a most far-reaching character,
and is dealing with matters of ain extremely
complex and technical nature. I have had
so far merely all opportunity of directing
the attention of our members to the general
outline of the Bill, and have solicited the
views of some of the most experienced
practical conveyancers in the profession.
The opinion of those experts, so far as I
have ascertained, seems to indicate that the
Bill contains many useful and salutary pro-
visions, but that in the public interest it is
most desirable that the whole measure
should he carefully considered and dis-
cussed clause by clause by practical special-
ists in this branch of the law, in order to
ascertain its exact effect, not only on the
existing statutes, but on various contingen-
cies which from time to time will arise and
which may or may not be provided for.
it is wvorthy of notice that a very compre-
henusive Property Act has recently been
passed in England-early in July last, if
my recollection serves me rightly. This
measure consists of some 310 pages and its
operation is postponed until January, 1925.
The provisions of this measure should cer-
tainly be studied in connection with the
Bill at present before the House, as in all
probability it has made alterations in the
English Conveyaneing and Property Acts
upon which a portion of our Bill is based.
Other reasons for the very fullest consid-
eration of this Bill might be advanced, but
at present my members are agreed that it
will take several months to go fully into
the matter and to ascertain its actual scope
and effect. As an amending and consoli-
dating measure, it is in a sense a codifica-
tion of this branch of the law. It is
most ,ndersirable that the statute books of
subsequent years should be burdened with
num~erous amending Acts which a full con-
sideration of the Bill itself at this juncture
'nay tend to minimaise.

I explained in moving the second reading
that our Bill was largely based on the Eng-
lish Conveyancing and Property Acts. This
letter is entirely in accordance with the senti-
ment of the Crown Law Department and the
object of the Government in introducing the
Bill. 'Wre recognise the necessity for the Bill,
and also that it is a matter requiring care-
ful consideration. It is may intention to move
to report lirogress, and if this is agreed to, we
,shall make no attempt to pass the Bill during
the present session. This will permit of the
ineagure receiving the fullest consideration by
members and by the Barristers' Board, so
that the necessary amendments can be made
next session.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am glad to hear
the statement of the Minister, because I was
going to make on effort to get the Bill post-
poned until next session in order that we
might have time to look thoroughly into its
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provisions. I have devoted about a week to
it and I have not been able to master it.
There are 13 statutes in this State dealing
with property, and to some of them I can
find no reference in this Bill. Part of a
statute of Queen Anne is taken into account
in the Dill, but the other part is left out.
Having regard to the honolur of 'this
House-

Hon. -T. Nicholson: Or responsibility.
HoD. A. LOVEKIN: Well, having regard

to the responsibility of this House, I would
not like the Bill to be sent to amother place
until it has been thoroughly considered.

The Minister for Education: That wvas
never intended.

R~on. A. LOEIN:- So long as ive are
given until next session, that will be satis-
factory.

Progress reported.

ADJOURNM.NENT-ROYAL SHOW.
The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION (Hon.

11. P. Coleatch-East) (5.8]: 1 move-
That the House at its rising adjourn till

Tuesday, the 17th Oct.
Question put and passed.

House adjourned at 6.19 p.m.

teaieative BAsembhv,
Tuesday, loth October, 19eg.
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Thu SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30 pm.,
sard read prayers.

SELECT COM1MITTE-THE PERPET-
IHAL TRUSTEES, EXECUTORS, AND
AGENCY COMPANY (W.A.), LIM1-
ITED (PRIVATE) BILL.

Extension of Time.

On motion, by Mr. Mann, the time for bring-
lug up the selet committee's report was ex-
tended to the 17th October.

BILL-LTCERNSTNG ACT AMENDMCENT.
Recommittal.

On motion by the Premier, Bill recom-
mnitted for the purpose of further considering
Clauses 29, 56, .58, 59, 60, 62, and 64, and a
new schedule.

In Committee.
Mr. Stubhs iii the Chair, the Premier in

tilerge of the Bill.

Clause 29-Assessment of fees on returns
of liquor purchased:

Capt. CARTER: I had a definite assurance
from the Premier that Clause 20 would be
recommitted.

The CHAIRMAN: It cannot be coasidered
now.

Mr. CLYDESDALaE: Cannot we deal with
Clause 16, to which there is an amendment
on the Notice Paper?

The CHAIRMAN: No. The Bill has been
recommitted for the purpose of further con-
sidering certain clauses and a new schedule,
and I cannot possibly allow any discussion
of Clause 16 or Clause 20,

The PREMIER: I informed bon, mem-
hers last week that certain amendments would
have to ho redraf ted. In connection with
Clause 29 the Committee desired to make
the percentage on license fees, but we have
actually made it on excise duties. There-
fore it is necessary to strike out Subelause
2 and insert a new subelause. I move an
amendment-

That Subelause 2 be struck out, with a
view to the insertion of a new subelause.
MI fr. Underwood: This amendment is not

on the Notice Paper.
The CHAIRMAN: No.
The PREMIER: The present amendment

werely corrects the drafting of the amend-
ment which the Committee has passed. The
subclause which I propose should be substi-
tuted reads as follows-

(2) Every licensee being the holder of
a spirit merchant's license shall, on the
20tb day of June and the 31st day oif
December in each year, or within seven
days thereafter, furnish and deliver to the
Receiver of Revenue a return in writing
signed by the licensee or some person act-
ing with his aulthority and on his bahalf,
setting forth, with regard to the six
months ended on the 30th day of June
and the 31st day of December, respectively,
the quantity of liquor of various kinds sold
or supplied by the licensee during suich
period of six months to persons other than
persons licensed to sell liquor or registered
clubs or State hotels; and together with each
such return the licensee shall, on the de-
livery thereof, pay to the Receiver of Rev-
enue, as a moiety of the annual fee for the
license (in addition to the minimum fee
paid on the issue thereof), a sum equal
to Five pounds per centumn of the amount
paid or payable by the licensee for the
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